
      

                        
 
 
 Prelude   Intonizione e Ricercare                 Andrea Gabrieli 
 

 In Preparation for Worship 
The creatures of the sense world signify the invisible attributes of God, partly because God is the origin, 
exemplar, and end of every creature, and every effect is a sign of its cause, the exemplification of its 
exemplar, and the path to the end, to which it leads … For every creature is by its nature a kind of effigy 
and likeness of the eternal Wisdom. Therefore, open your eyes, alert the ears of your spirit, open your 
lips, and apply your heart so that in all creatures you may see, hear, praise, love and worship, glorify and 
honor, your God lest the whole world rise up against you. 

                  —St. Bonaventure, 1221–1274 
 

 Call to Worship           Mary Oliver, 1935–2019 
  Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 
       still nothing is as shining as it should be 
  for you. Under the sink, for example, is an 
       uproar of mice—it is the season of their 
  many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves 
       and through the walls the squirrels 
  have gnawed their ragged entrances—but it is the season 
       when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And 
  the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard 
       while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow; 
  what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling 
      in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly 
  up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will 
       come, Lord: you will, when I speak to the fox, 
  the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, know 
       that really I am speaking to you whenever I say, 
  as I do all morning and afternoon: Come in, Come in. 
 

 
 
 

 

Kenilworth Union Church 
Order of Worship 

January 1, 2023, 10 a.m. 
First Sunday after Christmas 

A Service for Blessing the Animals 
In Honor of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

CONNECT TO WORSHIP at 10 a.m. 
 

https://kuc.org/home/watch/


 *Opening Hymn  Away in a Manger 
  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
  The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
  The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
  The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

  The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
  But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
  And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
  Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
  And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

 Prayer for the Day 
  Lector:  Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe. In your infinite wisdom you created the universe and 

blessed us with all living creatures.  
  People: We especially thank you for entrusting us with our pets, friends who bring us so much 

happiness and help us get through trying times. 
  Lector:  Bless our pets and make us responsible stewards of all your creatures. May we continue to give 

each other joy and remind us of your power. 
  People: As our pets trust us to take care of them, help us to remember to trust you to take care of 

us, for in so doing we share in your love for all your creatures.  
  Lector:  And especially, we remember all endangered species and ask your help in taking care of them so 

that we may continue to appreciate all of your creation.  
  All:   Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Ministry of Music         God of the Sparrow            Carl Schalk and Jaroslav Vajda 
  God of the sparrow, God of the whale 
  God of the swirling stars 
  How does the creature say awe 
  How does the creature say praise   

  God of the earthquake, God of the storm 
  God of the trumpet blast 
  How does the creature cry woe 
  How does the creature cry save   

  God of the rainbow, God of the cross 
  God of the empty grave 
  How does the creature say grace 
  How does the creature say thanks 
 

  God of the hungry, God of the sick 
  God of the prodigal 
  How does the creature say care 
  How does the creature say life 
 
 
 



   God of the neighbor, God of the foe 
  God of the pruning hook 
  How does the creature say love 
  How does the creature say peace 
 

  God of the ages, God near at hand 
  God of the loving heart 
  How do your children say joy 
  How do your children say home 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
  Scripture and Sermon In the Meantime 
   11/27 Matthew 24:3–44 The Already and the Not Yet 
   12/4 Matthew 3:1–12; 11:2–5 Are You the One? 
   12/11 Isaiah 9:6 I Long for Thee Alway! 
   12/18 Genesis–Revelation Service of Lessons and Carols 
   12/24 Luke 2:1–14 A Barn Shall Harbor Heaven 
   12/25 Matthew 2:1–12 Bringing Shiny Gifts to Dark Places 
   1/1 Genesis 2:18–24 Blessing of the Animals 
 

 Blessing of the Animals 
  The Blessing 

May God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, bless you and protect you. May you have a full and 
happy life with your family, and may you share in the redemption of all creation. Amen. 
 

  Thanksgiving for Friends Who Have Crossed the Rainbow Bridge     Rabbi Barry H. Block 
God of all creatures, thank you for sending our departed friends into our lives. Help us to remember 
the good times with them. Remind us to rejoice in the happy times they brought to our home. Let us 
be thankful for the good life we were blessed to give to each of them. 
 

Thank you for creating them, and for entrusting them to our care. We understand that all that lives 
must die. We knew that this day would come. 
 

O God, as we have taken care of them in life, we ask that you watch over them in death. You entrusted 
them to our care; now, we give them back to you. May they find a happy new home in your loving 
embrace. 
 

As we remember them, may we love each other more dearly. May we care for all your creatures, for 
every living thing, as we protected their blessed life. Amen. 

 

 *Closing Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
  Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
  Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
  Christ is born today! 
  Christ is born today! 
 

  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
  Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
  He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
  Christ was born for this! 
  Christ was born for this! 
 

 



  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
  Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
  Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
  Christ was born to save! 
  Christ was born to save! 
 

 *Benediction       The Prayer of St. Francis, 1181–1226 
  Friends, may God make you instruments of God’s peace; 
  where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
  where there is injury, pardon; 
  where there is doubt, faith; 
  where there is despair, hope; 
  where there is darkness, light; 
  and where there is sadness, joy. 
  Let us seek not so much to be consoled as to console; 
  to be understood, as to understand; 
  to be loved, as to love; 
  for it is in giving that we receive, 
  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
  and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
  All praise be to the Triune God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer; Amen. 
 

Postlude     Grand Choeur                         Théodore Salomé 
 

*Please stand as you are able* 
 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

 PARTICIPANTS: 
  William Evertsberg, Senior Minister, Preacher 
  Joel Fox, Director of Media Production 
  Eun Joo Ju, Organist 
  Squire Prince, Director of Youth Ministries, Liturgist  
  Austin Sanders, Soloist  
  Audio and Video, Lilly Hunsader, Kevin Kemp, Eric Tran-Ton 
 
 

                
 
 
 

 
 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

Milestones: We extend the sympathy of the congregation to the families of Gail Pascus and her brother-in-
law, Jim Chrystal upon the death Gail’s sister and Jim’s wife, Nancy Chrystal on December 22; and to the 
family of Annemarie Bales upon her death on December 23. The white rose on the altar celebrates their lives. 

FRONT DESK 
GREETERS 
Cam Avery 

Lynn Donaldson 

USHERS 
Jim Fritz 
Beth Fritz 

 
 



† † †
Click here for Plate Offering

† † †
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Desert Island Books: You know the classic icebreaker question—“If you were marooned alone on a desert is-
land, what one book would you want with you?”—and you’ve heard G.K. Chesterton’s classic reply— Masterson’s 
Guide to Shipbuilding.  In 2023 at Kenilworth Union, I’m answering the question with five of my favorites.
I chose these books because the authors write peerless prose and tell great stories, not because they address large, 
provocative topics. That’s just a bonus.
Instead of listening passively in rows to a lecture, we’ll learn collaboratively while sitting at the feet of creative 
contemporaries. 
Our first selection is Beloved, by Toni Morrison on January 30. It’s not a long book, but it is dense and enigmatic, 
so you’ll want to get started now. Plus, you’ll get extra credit if you watch the film Beloved and read The 1619 
Project. “What do I get for the extra credit?” you ask.  A bump to your KUC GPA and the respect of your peers. 
We’ll meet at 7 p.m. at my house, unless there are more than 15. Then we’ll move the class to the Culbertson 
Room. RSVP to Karen Gaynor. All who want to think about the biggest issue in American history are welcome, 
but if you have no intention of reading the book, please don’t take space away from someone who has read it. 

Fireside Chat with Tom Cole and Bill Evertsberg: Join the discussion on Monday, January 9 at *5 p.m. in the Cul-
bertson Room. Tom’s book “Collaborative Crisis Management: Prepare, Execute, Recover, Repeat”. The book, written 
with co-author Paul Verbinnen (a leading crisis communications consultant), was published by the University of Chi-
cago Press in September 2022. Among the topics to be covered will be how adherence to Christian values help leaders 
of organizations prepare for and manage crises.  *The odd time avoids the NCAA Football Championship at 6:30 and the 
Stephen Minister training at 7 p.m.
As Katie Lancaster prepares for her Family Leave, the rest of the Kenilworth Union staff and ministry are posi-
tioned to help with the congregations’ needs in her absence. Worship and congregational care continue to be our top 
priorities as a church, and should you need the help or advisement of a minister while Katie is out, please reach out to 
Bill Evertsberg (847-853-2001) and Christine Hides (847-853-2106). During business hours (Monday–Friday, 8:30 
a.m.–4 p.m.), Katie’s ministerial colleague Marie-Pierre LeBris (847-853-2002) can field questions while Katie is away.  
The 2023 Annual Outreach Benefit, “aprés ski” will be held on Saturday, February 25, 6:30 p.m. at the Kenilworth 
Assembly Hall, 410 Kenilworth Ave, Kenilworth, IL 60043. The event will be catered by Great Coast Commons. ◊ 
Write Nudge Notes ◊ Sell Raffle Tickets Be a Table Captain ◊ Help with Set Up ◊  To volunteer your time and 
talents, or if you need more information, please contact Chris Beer, Outreach Benefit Chair.

WORSHIP
Mid-Day Prayer: Each week a new liturgy is offered in the Sanctuary and online at 12:15 p.m. We meet for 15 min-
utes to read scriptures and hear a brief reflection. On Tuesday, January 3 we will pray for the following Kenilworth 
Union families: Mark and Brooke Timmerman; Anne Tobey; John and Carolyn Tocks; Tony and Gail Todd; Cory 
and Natalie Todd; Dick and Marietta Toft; Dan and Jen Toledo; Mark and Debbie Toledo; Ben and Helen Toronyi; 
Mark and Jenny Trerotola; Matthew and Mary Tritley; Glenn and Anne Trout; Britt and Allison Trukenbrod; Jeff and 
Judy Trunsky; Edmond and Whitney Tschan; Alice Tucker; Creed and Jessica Tucker; Jack Tukey; Reed and Rosemary 
Tupper; George and Karen Tzanetopoulos.

Sunday, January 1
Announcements

https://kuc.org/donate-to-kenilworth-union-church/
https://kuc.org/desert-island-books/
mailto:kgaynor@kuc.org?subject=Desert%20Island%20Books
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mailto:wevertsberg%40kuc.org?subject=Congregational%20Care
mailto:chides%40kuc.org?subject=Congregational%20Care
mailto:mplebris%40kuc.org?subject=Congregational%20Care
mailto:cbeer421@gmail.com?subject=Outreach%20Benefit
https://kuc.org/connect/congregational-care/prayer-request/


The Usher Corps: Are you looking for a place to serve in the New Year? Usher responsibility is simple: agree to be 
on time for scheduled worship, greet and assist congregants as they enter the church, and carry out safety procedures. 
Ushers assist the staff in setting the tone for the day. Very important and most appreciated! Teams serve every seven (7) 
weeks. Please contact Jim Fritz to serve in this important ministry or for more information.

ADULT EDUCATION
Hybrid Bible Read Along: Parables on Wednesdays, January 11–February 15, at 9:15 a.m. Jesus, the expert teacher, 
knew that stories are an entry into the deepest questions. In this new 6-week series, participants will read and discuss 
six different parables. Guided by the scholarship of Amy-Jill Levine, we will pay attention to how the first century Jew-
ish audience would have heard these short stories by Jesus. This hybrid group welcomes new participants and delights 
in the new insights gained from one another and scripture. A Bible is all you need and lending copies are available. 
Contact Christine Hides for more information.
Women’s Bible Study: Please join us on Wednesday, January 11 from 12:45 to 2:45 p.m. in the Centennial Room for 
our six-week Fall Bible Study from Melissa Spoelstra, Romans: Good News that Changes Everything, explore the truths 
found in the book of Romans that will reframe the bad news and remind us of our hope for the future. The discussions 
will be led by Michelle Astolfi and Carolyn Armstrong, who will guide the group through weekly bible study home-
work, followed by a short video to round out the lesson. Please register with Carolyn Armstrong and she will send a 
link to buy the study guide.

OUTREACH
Day by Day Calendar Sales: A cherished tradition at Kenilworth Union since 1979, our desktop flip calendars con-
tain 365 days of spiritual, humorous, and inspirational quotes. Purchase these calendars at the front desk Monday 
through Friday. The calendars make great gifts and are $12 each, please make checks payable to Kenilworth Union 
Church. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Daily Prayer 365: What renewal, growth, or transformation might happen within you and within our collective com-
munity when we begin our day with a prayer, scripture, or poetry? Katie Lancaster invites you to this daily practice 
by signing up for our email here.
Monday Faith Walk: A chance to meet, pray, and talk. We gather at the Church Cloister on Mondays at 10 a.m. We 
share a devotional, then walk and talk at a good pace for all, arriving back to church by 11 a.m. Please contact Nancy 
Johnson for more information or to join this group. 
Flowers: Kenilworth Union Church Green Team, Care Guild, and Altar Flower Guild are partnering to continue to 
weave a web of love. Purchased altar flowers may be donated to the Church where they will be repurposed into several 
bouquets, presented in smaller vases, and distributed by the Care Guild who care for members during their ups and 
downs. Click here to find out more.
Hybrid Depression Support Group: The group is a chapter of the National Depression and Bipolar Support Alli-
ance-North Shore. Persons under treatment, family members, and friends are welcome to attend. Our group meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Library. Please contact the facilitator of the group, Beth Palzet, 
847-909-3639 to learn more or to let her know you’re attending.

YOUTH MINISTRY*
Junior High Youth Group (JYG): Mid-week meetings for 7th and 8th graders. Join your youth group family for 
dinner, games, candle time talk, and find out why Wednesdays are the best days! All youth in grades 7-8 are invited, 
regardless of church affiliation. 
Puerto Rico IMPACT Mission Trip: At this time, registrations for the 2023 mission trip have closed, as we have 
reached our capacity at this point. If you would like to be considered for our waiting list, please email Squire Prince at 
sprince@kuc.org and he will add you accordingly. Many thanks to God for this opportunity. 
*contact Youth Director, Squire Prince for more information on Youth Ministry
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY
Midweek Groups: Faith234 (2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders, 4–4:45 p.m.) meet at the Warwick Building. MSYG (Middle 
School Youth Group 5–6th graders, 5–6 p.m.) meet at the Warwick Building. If you registered for Sunday School 
you’re all set! No need to register again for midweek groups.
Childcare on Sundays is available at the 8:30 and 10 a.m. worship for children ages 6 months through three years. 
There is no charge for this service. 

FELLOWSHIP
Christmas Elves: Helpers are welcome on Monday, January 9 at 9 a.m. to take down and pack up the Christmas 
decorations.
Mah Jongg: The basics for this popular Asian tile game are easy to learn. Meet for lessons and play on Tuesdays at 
9:30 a.m. in the Warwick Building. Due to street parking on Warwick and Kenilworth Avenues, please plan accord-
ingly. Contact Martha Hoza for more information.

STEWARDSHIP
Have you made a pledge this year?
The All of Me, All of Us stewardship campaign still needs $380,298 to meet its operating budget. Your contribution, 
no matter the size, keeps the lights on, the music playing, and ministers serving all year round. Payment isn’t due until 
June 30, 2023, but your pledge now lets us know we can count on you for another year of worship and 
programing. Visit kuc.org/give, contact John Sharp, or ask an usher for a pledge card. Thank you for giving your all, 
in myriad ways, to the church community. Thank you for helping to close the gap! 

https://kuc.org/grow/children-and-family-ministry-1/classes-and-pathways/
https://kuc.org/about-us/
https://kuc.org/event/take-down-christmas-decorations/
mailto:mbhoza@gmail.com?subject=Mah%20Jongg
https://kuc.org/your-pledge-can-take-us-to-the-finish/
https://kuc.org/give/stewardship/#pledge
mailto:jsharp@kuc.org?subject=Stewardship
https://kuc.org/wp-content/uploads/thank-you-for-pledging-9.pdf


Sun., Jan. 1

Mon., Jan. 2

Tues., Jan. 3

Wed., Jan. 4

Thur., Jan. 5

Fri., Jan. 6

Sat., Jan. 7

10 a.m.

10 a.m.

9:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

10 a.m.
2 p.m.

Blessing of the Animals Worship—In Person/Animal and Livestream

Offices are closed in observance of the New Year
Faith Walk—Meet in the Cloisters

Mah Jongg—Warwick Building
Mid-Day Prayer—Sanctuary and Livestream

Hybrid Men’s Coffee—Library and Online
Knitting Ministry—Library

Last Day of AJN Preschool Winter Break

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Blessing of the Animals—New Year's Day

January 1, 2023

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 
If you would like to learn more, please contact 

Reverend Dr. Katie Lancaster or a Stephen Leader as listed in the Church Directory

Care Guild Leader for December is Sallie Smith and for January is Kris Whisner.
To let us know where help is needed, call the church at (847)251-4272

https://kuc.org/calendar/
https://kuc.org/connect/congregational-care/stephen-ministry/
mailto:salliesmith07%40gmail.com?subject=Care%20Guild
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