
Prelude The Day is So Full of Joy BWV 605         J.S. Bach 
Savior of the Nations Come      Sondra K. Tucker 

Lighting the Advent Candles 
The Candle of Love 

Lector: Keep watch for the inbreaking of God’s love, 
People:  A child born where there was no room, wrapped in bands of cloth, and laid in a manger. 
Lector: Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God. 
People: We light this candle of love. 
Lector: Come, let us live in loving expectation. Let us pray:  
All:  Mighty God, Creator of all, we are awestruck by your tenderness. Though your strong arms  

encompass the universe and you can topple any throne of power, you chose to reveal yourself 
in the vulnerability of a child. In Christ, grace incarnate, love is magnified beyond our   
imagination. By your tenderness, open our hearts to receive your presence. Amen. 

Kenilworth Union Church 
Service of Worship 
December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:30 and 10 a.m.  

Sanctuary Worship 

CONNECT TO WORSHIP at 10 a.m. 

*Opening Hymn
People Look East

https://kuc.org/watch/?sapurl=LyttcnluL2xiL21zLys5NTdueWpwP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjk1N255anA=
https://kuc.org/watch/?sapurl=LyttcnluL2xiL21zLys5NTdueWpwP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjk1N255anA=


Sacrament of Baptism             8:30 a.m. 
Institution and Presentation 
Baptismal Song    Betty Jacobson 
Covenant of Parents and Congregation 
Christening 
Presentation of the Light of Christ 
Benediction 

Ministry of Music Celebrate the Newborn King       Rollo Dilworth 
Refrain 
Celebrate the baby born in Bethlehem. 
Celebrate the baby born in Bethlehem. 
Celebrate the baby born in Bethlehem. 
Come on and celebrate the newborn king. 
Sing, “Glory Hallelujah!” 

Mary had a baby. (Yes, Lord.) 
Mary had a baby. (Yes, my Lord.) 
Mary had a baby. (Yes, Lord.) 
Celebrate the newborn king! Oh!  Refrain 

What did she name him? (Yes, Lord.) 
Named him King Jesus, (Yes, my Lord.) 
Wonderful Couns’lor.  (Yes, Lord.) 
Celebrate the newborn king! Oh!  Refrain 



Celebrate peace on earth, glory to the newborn king. 
Sing praises to the Lord above, as the heavenly angels sing. 
Unto us a child is born in Bethlehem. 
He was born in Bethlehem.  
Come on, let’s celebrate the newborn king! 
Oh, come let us adore him! 

Celebrate the baby born in Bethlehem. 
Come, let’s celebrate the baby born in Bethlehem. 
There was a baby born in Bethlehem. 
Come on let’s celebrate the newborn, 
Celebrate the newborn, 
Celebrate the newborn, newborn king! 

Prayers of the People 
Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Tithes and Offerings    10 a.m. 
 Prayer of Dedication 

Ministry of Music Night of Silence Dan Kantor, arr. John Ferguson 
Congregation sings Silent Night when cued 

Cold are the people, winter of life, 
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night, 
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping, 
Flowers that will echo the sunrise, 
Fire of hope is our only warmth, 
Weary, its flame will be dying soon. 

Voice in the distance, call in the night, 
On wind you enfold us, you speak of the light, 
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly, 
Rumors of a dawn so embracing, 
Breathless love awaits darkened souls, 
Soon will we know of the morning. 

Congregation and Choirs: 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 



Spirit among us, shine like the star, 
Your light that guides shepherds and kings from a far, 
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely, 
Rising in the warmth of your son’s love, 
Star unknowing of night and day, 
Spirit we wait for your loving son. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture and Sermon Certain Semi-Sacred Symbols of the Season 
11/28 Isaiah 41:17–20 Evergreen 
12/5  John 1:1–5, 14 Candles 
12/12 John 10:11–18; Luke 2:8 The Trifecta of Semi-Sacred Symbols 
12/19 Job 38, Selected Verses Snow 
12/24 Isaiah 11:1–9 London 
12/26 Luke 2:1–4; Matthew 2:13–15 Donkey 
1/2 Matthew 2:1–12 Gifts 

*Closing Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High     10 a.m. 

*Benediction

Postlude Carol of the Bells   arr. Mykola Leontovich 

*Please stand as you are able*
† † † † † † † † † † 



PARTICIPANTS: 
Adult Bell Choir 
Audio and Video, Lilly Hunsader, Kevin Kemp, Justin Rothman, Eric Tran-Ton 
Ryan Belongie, Assistant Director of Bell Choirs 
Alyssa Bennett, Assistant Director of Choirs 
Lisa Bond, Minister of Music 
Chancel Choir 
William Evertsberg, Senior Minister, Preacher 
Barbara Falk, Pianist 
Christine Hides, Associate Minister for Discipleship, Liturgist     10 a.m. 
Joel Fox, Director of Media Production 
Eun Joo Ju, Organist 
KUC Youth Choir 
Katie Snipes Lancaster, Senior Associate Minister, Liturgist  8:30 a.m. 
Abigail O’Brien and Family, Advent Candle Lighters     10 a.m. 
Debora Ponko, Violin 
Ellie Ponko, Violin 
Luke Ponko, Cello 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

† † † † † † † † † † 
WORSHIP NOTES 
This morning we’ll sing People, Look East, an Advent carol with a picturesque text and a jaunty tune that seems 
uniquely matched to the words. The tune comes from the early eighteenth century and was thought to have originated 
from BESANÇON, a city in northeastern France near the Swiss border, so that is the name of the tune.  Accomplished 
British children’s book author Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965), who also wrote Morning Has Broken, wrote the poem in 
which various aspects of God’s world (People, Furrows, Birds, and Stars) are addressed and commanded to make 
themselves ready for the arrival of Love, God’s definitive attribute and a striking way of imaging the Christ Child, 
described in respective stanzas as Guest, Rose, Bird, and Star. It’s a twentieth-century poem, but Ms. Farjeon conveys her 
message with deliberately antique vocabulary which sounds like it belongs to a Renaissance madrigal. The happy tune 
matches the words so well it sounds as if the tune was written for this specific poem, but in fact Ms. Farjeon wrote the 
words to match the tune. 

MILESTONES 
We welcome to baptism today at the 8:30 a.m. worship, Georgina Vor Broker Angelov, daughter of Trajche Angelov and 
Joan Vor Broker Angelov; and the baptism of Nancy Ann Hart on December 22, daughter of Will and Meagan Hart, 
granddaughter of John and Margaret Hart. 

The yellow rose on the altar today celebrates the November 18 birth of Emma Lorraine Toledo, daughter of Dan and 
Jenny Toledo, and granddaughter of Mark and Debbie Toledo; and we celebrate the October 23 birth of Kennedy 
Sainsbury Feider, daughter of Louis and Jessica Feider; and the November 24 birth of Wynn Turner Lively, daughter of 
Matthew and Chanen Lively. Kennedy and Wynn are the granddaughters of Paul and Dayle Lively. 

 FRON T 
DESK  

GREETER 
Nancy Tierney

USHERS 
8:30 a.m. 

Andy Bond 
Gretchen Bodum 

Ron Sipiora 

USHERS 
10 a.m. 

Adam LeFebvre 
Reed Eberle 

Newt Marshall 
John Peterson 
Julie Peterson 



 †  †  †
Click here for Plate Offering

†  †  †
NEWS AND ANOUNCEMENTS

An Invitation to Christmas Eve Worship 
The Reverend Dr. William A. Evertsberg *please note the revised schedule, no 11 p.m.
You might remember that last Christmas Eve we were already nine months into a global pandemic and 
wondering how much longer this could possibly last, and now, a year after that, here we are again. 
  
Still, God is good. Good things happen all the time even during various stages and levels of quarantine.  
  
We’ve been able to meet together in the sanctuary for divine worship since Palm Sunday, and we will be able to 
do so this Christmas Eve.  
  
*Please join us at 11 a.m., for The Colors of Christmas, our annual Children and Family Christmas Worship, or 
at *3 or 6 p.m. for the Traditional Candlelight Worship in the sanctuary. The *6 p.m. service will also be live-
streamed and then archived for virtual worship from wherever. 
  
One of the best things that happened during the pandemic (“That’s not saying much,” you reply?  I have no 
answer) was Christmas Eve 2020. As you recall, last Christmas Eve we were unable to assemble safely indoors 
so we had three services in our own version of Rockefeller Plaza, with the church porch acting as the chancel 
and the Little Girl Statue as the center of the nave. God cooperated by making it snow on cue and continuing 
to drop it gently on our shoulders all evening like unmerited blessings.  
  
It was so moving and holy that this year we will move the *9 p.m. Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight 
Worship to the Memorial Garden. 

An unnecessary reminder: dress warmly.  
A necessary reminder: bring your own chair.

 
We won’t be able to offer the glorious Kenilworth Brass or Chancel Choir out there, but we’ll sing O Holy 
Night and Silent Night. 
 
If it snows here between now and Christmas Eve like it’s Lake Tahoe, we’ll move the service to the Little Girl 
Statue like we did last year. It might be crowded at 3 and 6 o’clock, so please join us at 9 o’clock when we’ll 
have plenty of space—from Lake Michigan to the Train Station.

Blessing of the Animals: Sunday, December 26 in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. only. It is that glorious time of year 
when all God’s creatures pause to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. Four-legged friends and other well-behaved 
pets or stuffed animals with people are invited to this unique worship service and pets will receive an individual 
blessing for a full and happy life with their families. There will be no 8:30 a.m. worship and no childcare or Sunday 
School provided this day.
Ushers Needed: After nearly 20 months in the pandemic, in-person attendance is trending higher, and it’s time to 
rebuild the usher corps. As an usher you are one of the first official representatives that people meet upon arriving 
at Church. If you feel a calling to volunteer or have questions about the position please email Jim Fritz or call him 
using the number found in your directory.
Nativity as Prayer: A Christmas Devotional: Rev. Dr. Katie Lancaster new devotional begins tomorrow. If your 
new to devotionals and would like a Monday through Friday morning devotional from Katie please register here.
Link to Advent and Christmas Calendar

https://kuc.org/donate-to-kenilworth-union-church/
https://kuc.org/a-christmas-eve-invitation/
https://kuc.org/the-colors-of-christmas-family-nativity-worship/
https://kuc.org/watch/?sapurl=LyttcnluL2xiL21zLys5NTdueWpwP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjk1N255anA=
https://kuc.org/watch/?sapurl=LyttcnluL2xiL21zLys5NTdueWpwP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjk1N255anA=
https://kuc.org/advent-and-christmas/
https://kuc.org/advent-and-christmas/
https://kuc.org/ushers-needed/
mailto:jfritz243@outlook.com?subject=Usher%20Corps%20Volunteer
https://kuc.org/nativity-as-prayer-a-christmas-devotional/
https://kuc.org/worship/daily-devotional-series/
https://kuc.org/advent-and-christmas/


RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
The national conversation on race can feel overwhelming and divisive, but the upcoming Sacred Ground Dialogue 
Series aims to create a more personal, respectful space to respond to race challenges. Join Holy Comforter and 
Kenilworth Union Church in this five-part faith-based series from January–May 2022. We will meet once a month 
for conversations in small groups either in person or online. For more information and to register, click here.

OUTREACH
Holiday Gift Fund: Contributions will go to one of our benevolence agencies to help as they make Christmas 
brighter for the individuals and families they serve. Donate online here or mail your donation to 211 Kenilworth
Avenue, Kenilworth, IL 60043 Attn: Holiday Gift Fund.

WORSHIP
Sunday Worship:  8:30 and 10 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 10 a.m. livestream.
Certain Semi-Sacred Symbols of the Season: Many of the Symbols of the Season become precious and sacred for 
us because they’re central to the Biblical Nativity Narratives—a manger, a creche, shepherds, angels, and kings from 
the east.  
Mid-Day Prayer: Each week a new liturgy is offered in the Sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. We meet for 15 minutes to read 
scriptures and hear a brief reflection. On Tuesday, December 21 we will pray for the following Kenilworth Union 
families: Rip and Sue Suster, Ted and May Swan, Keith and Jill Swenson, Susi Swisher and Kenneth Arenberg, Jen 
Tashima, Paul Tashima, Andy and Catherine Tatlock, Dan and Cammie Tavakoli, John and Tobey Taylor, Ronald 
and Fleur Testa, Paul and Susan Theiss, Thomas and Casey Thibeault, Tom and Laura Thilman, Carl and Marilynn 
Thoma, Carson and Tria Thomas, Fritz and Liz Thomas, Dick and Helen Thomas, Rich and Amy Thompson, Nancy 
Tierney, Mark and Brooke Timmerman.
Livestream: Two ways to view worship from home and away! We now have options for ad-free viewing: please use 
the livestream link at kuc.org or the WATCH tab at the top of the page. The Church YouTube Channel is still also 
available with ads.

ADULT EDUCATION
The Christmas Story Unmashed—Advent Bible Read Along: All are welcome to drop in as you are able. Last 
Christmas class is on Wednesday, December 22 at 9:15 a.m. Join Christine Hides for the story of Jesus’ birth, what 
we know by heart is often a “mashup” of the gospels of Luke and Matthew. 

FELLOWSHIP
We invite the Christmas Elves to take down decorations in the Culbertson Room Thursday, January 6 from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Drop in as you are able and stay for Mid-Day Prayer. Please contact Sallie Smith with your RSVP or any 
questions.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Bambino Choir: This bells and percussion group of Jr. Kindergartner and Kindergartners begin in January, and 
are part of Music Ministry and AJN Preschool, and will eventually feed into Cherub/Rejoice Choir. They meet on 
Tuesdays, 4:30 to 5:10 p.m. The director is Lisa Bond.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY*
An Advent prayer for parents from the Reverend Christine Hides: Holy God, in the chaos and the bustle of 
December bring your peace to our hearts and homes and to this world. Draw us close. Where there is loss and hurt, bring 
healing and Advent hope. Draw near to us, God, draw near. Slow our pace this Advent that we might find true joy in your 
love born anew on Christmas Day. Amen.
Sunday School Winter Break: December 19, 26, and January 2, no Sunday School.
*contact Greta Connor for more information on Children and Family Ministry

https://kuc.org/sacred-ground-dialogue-series/
https://kuc.org/holiday-gift-fund-2/
https://kuc.org/donate-to-kenilworth-union-church/
https://kuc.org/worship/upcoming-worship/
https://kuc.org/semi-sacred-symbols-of-the-season/
https://kuc.org/connect/congregational-care/prayer-request/
https://kuc.org/
https://kuc.org/watch/?sapurl=LyttcnluL2xiL21zLys5NTdueWpwP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjk1N255anA=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNaPz3r0DyhCv0wJDubbBAQ
https://kuc.org/the-christmas-story-unmashed-advent-bible-read-along/
mailto:chides@kuc.org?subject=Bible%20Read%20Along
mailto:salliesmith07@gmail.com?subject=Decorations
https://kuc.org/thank-you-for-the-gift-of-music/
mailto:kuclisa@gmail.com?subject=Bambino%20Choir
https://kuc.org/children-and-family-ministry-advent/
mailto:gconnor@kuc.org?subject=Children%20and%20Family%20Ministry


YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Winter Break: No Youth programing from December 19–January 4.
Serve at St. Leonard’s House on Sunday, December 19. Volunteers invited to carpool, 3:30–6:30 p.m. 
Service & Leadership Certification Open to all youth grades 9–12: Apply and work toward certification 
year-round.
IMPACT Hawai`i: Registration is open through Saturday, January 15. IMPACT program meetings begin Sunday, 
January 23.

STEWARDSHIP
The All of Me, All of Us Stewardship Campaign is 91% of the way to the $2.2 million goal. Thank you to the 492 
families that have pledged a total of $2,010,670 as of December 14. If you have not yet pledged, please complete the 
online form at kuc.org/give/stewardship or return the pledge card you received in the mail. All pledges matter! Please 
participate in this vital campaign.

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 
If you would like to learn more, please contact 

Reverend Dr. Katie Lancaster or a Stephen Leader as listed in the Church Directory

Care Guild Leader for December is Sallie Smith.
To let us know where help is needed, call the church at (847)251-4272

https://kucyouth.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1102742
https://kucyouth.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1070315
https://kuc.org/give/stewardship/
https://kuc.org/connect/congregational-care/stephen-ministry/
mailto:salliesmith07%40gmail.com?subject=Care%20Guild


Sun., Dec. 19

Mon., Dec. 20

Tues., Dec. 21

Wed., Dec. 22

Thur., Dec. 23

Fri., Dec. 24

Sat., Dec. 25

8:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.

3:30 p.m.

12:15 p.m.

9:15 a.m.
10 a.m.

11 a.m.
3 p.m.
6 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
9 p.m.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Junior Bell Choir, Cherub/Rejoice Singers and Ringers, and the Percussion Ensemble
December 19, 2021

Worship in the Sanctuary with Baptism and Special Music
Worship in the Sanctuary with Baptism and Speical Music-Livestream
KUC Youth Choir Rehearsal-Music Room
Serve: IMPACT Dinner at St. Leonard’s House-Off Site

AJN Preschool No School-Winter Break

Mid-Day Prayer-Sanctuary

The Christmas Story Unmashed-Centennial Room
Men’s Coffee-Library

Children’s Ministry Nativity Rehearsal-Sanctuary

The Colors of Christmas Family Nativity-Sanctuary and Livestream
Traditional Candlelight Worship with Brass-Sanctuary
Traditional Candlelight Worshp with Brass-Sanctuary and Livestream
Traditional Choir Christmas Eve Dinner-Culbertson Room
Traditional Candlelight Worship-Memorial Garden

Offices and AJN Preschool Closed-Merry Christmas

https://kuc.org/calendar/



