
 
 
      

                 
 

 
 Preparation for Worship 
  We touch one another 
  with defter fingers 
  at night. 
 

  Rain sounds different, 
  its steady falling 
  a remembered wisdom. 
 

  What if the dark waters 
  waiting to carry us home 
  slept inside every one of us? 
 

  We were loved 
  before stars existed. 
  We are older than light. 
 

  “Praise of Darkness” by Francine Marie Tolf 
  How to Love the World, Poems of Gratitude and Hope 
 

  Prelude American Folk Hymns Charles Callahan            8:30 a.m. 
   Partita on “Be Thou My Vision” Daniel Pinkham     10 a.m. 
 

  Call to Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kenilworth Union Church 
Service of Worship 

August 15, 2021 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

 
CONNECT TO WORSHIP at 10 a.m. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNaPz3r0DyhCv0wJDubbBAQ


 
  Opening Hymn                        Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 

          
 

  Opening Prayer  A Prayer to Learn to Love the World Again         Sarah Bessey 
   God of herons and heartbreak, 
   teach us to love the world again. 
   Teach us to love extravagantly, 
   knowing it may 
   (it will) break our hearts 
   and teach us that it is worth it. 
 

   God of pandemics and suffering ones, 
   teach us to love the world again. 
 

 



 
   God of loneliness and longing, 
   of brushfires and wilderness, 
   of soup kitchens and border towns, 
   of snowfall and children, 
   teach us to love the world again. Amen. 
 

  Ministry of Music    The Lord Is My Shepherd           P. Tchaikovsky, arr. R. Maxwell and F. Feibel 
   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
   He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, 
   Beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
   He leadeth in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
   Tho’ I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
   I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
   Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me, 
   Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
   Thou preparest a table, a table before me, 
   Before me in the presence, the presence of mine enemies: 
   My cup runneth over, my cup runneth over. 
   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
   And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

  Sacrament of Baptism       10 a.m. 
 Institution and Presentation 
 Baptismal Song                                       Betty Jacobson 
 Covenant of Parents and Congregation 
 Christening 
 Presentation of the Light of Christ 
 Benediction 
 

  Prayers of the People 
   Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
   The Lord’s Prayer 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
     As we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
     But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
      forever. Amen. 
 

  Welcome and Announcements 
 

  Tithes and Offerings               10 a.m. 
    Prayer of Dedication 
 

  Prayer for Illumination 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  Scripture and Sermon How to Love the World Again         
          7/25 Psalm 23:1: The Lord Is My Shepherd   Presence 
          8/1 Psalm 23:2: Green Pastures    Kingdom 
          8/8 Psalm 23:3: God Restoreth My Soul   Returning 
          8/15 Psalm 23:4a: I Will Fear No Evil   Small Victories 
   8/22 Psalm 23:4b: Thy Rod & Thy Staff   Pieces of Heaven 
          8/29 Psalm 23:5: My Cup Runneth Over   The Feast of Each Moment 
         9/5 Psalm 23:6: The House of the Lord   The Joy of Making 
 

 

  Closing Hymn            My Shepherd Will Supply My Need       10 a.m. 

        
 

  Benediction 
 

 
 



 
  Postlude Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lee Dengler            8:30 a.m. 
    Toccata on “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Marilyn Biery    10 a.m. 

 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

Worship Notes 
Today's opening prayer, which mirrors the title of this sermon series, is taken from Sarah Bessey's new 
book A Rhythm of Prayer. After a season of disorientation, she invites us to a homespun prayer circle 
where we are invited to both share our grief and "broaden our hope." Bessey is a New York Times best-
selling author and co-creator of Evolving Faith. 
 

This sermon series is using the book of poetry called “How to Love the World” because we need both the 
ancient sacred voice of Psalm 23 and the very-recent divine voices of poets who breathe hope and 
gratitude into this moment. James Crews, who put together the collection, has poetry published for the 
Christian Century and along with writing, he offers mindfulness workshops, which of course, seem quite 
adjacent to the work of gathering up poems that name—with sparse, delicate, bold language—an 
unearthed gratitude. Ross Gay, whose poetic interludes between sections of poems accompany the 
collection, is a Midwest poet who sews together threads of gratitude with ease. He was recently 
interviewed by Krista Tippett for the “On Being” podcast, discussing his newly published “A Book of 
Delights” in which he spent a year reflecting on the delight of being human, embodied, alive. Tippett 
says he will “train your gaze to see the wonderful alongside the terrible; to attend to and meditate on 
what you love, even in the midst of difficult realities and as part of working for justice.” 
 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

PARTICIPANTS: 
 Ryan Belongie, Soloist 
 Joel Fox, Audio and Video            10 a.m. 
 Christine Hides, Associate Minister for Discipleship, Liturgist 
 Eden Hunsader, Audio                   8:30 a.m. 
 Christine Kraemer, Guest Keyboardist and Organist 
 Katie Snipes Lancaster, Senior Associate Minister, Preacher 
 Ushers, Jim Fritz, Paul Sortal 
 

† † † † † † † † † † 
 

Milestones 
The yellow rose on the altar today celebrates the June 22 birth of Nancy Ann Hart, daughter of Will and 
Meagan Hart, and granddaughter of John and Margaret Hart; and the July 15 birth of Shaw Martin 
Hogan, son of Marty and Whitney Hogan, and grandson of Michael and Nancy Ritter. 
 
We welcome to baptism today at the 10 a.m. worship Blake Winter Barker, son of Wes and Jess Barker. 
 
We extend the sympathy of the congregation to the family of David and Anne Loucks upon the death of 
David’s father, Vernon Reece Loucks Jr. on August 8. The white rose on the altar today celebrates his life. 
 
A memorial service for William J. Kirby will be held at Kenilworth Union Church on Friday, August 20 at 
11 a.m. in the Memorial Garden, weather permitting. 



†  †  †
Click here for Plate Offering

†  †  †

NEWS AND ANOUNCEMENTS
Check out our Summer Together website for an updated, always-evolving list of events where we’d love to see you.
2021–2022 Directory Update: Look for the Directory Update letter in your mailbox this week. If there are 
corrections, please fill out the form and mail or email responses to Michelle Gutowski, or drop the form in 
the collection plate on Sunday. Or our new member portal is now available to update your personal contact 
information, save a credit card to make future payments, and review past giving and pledge information. 

From the journal of Silvi Pirn 2021 Wilderness Confirmation 
Early last week I was trudging up a 500 foot uphill climb on our six-mile trail over rocks and roots with what 
felt like 80 pounds strapped to my back (probably closer to 40 lbs.—but it felt so heavy!) The weather was 
hot. I was drenched in pouring sweat and moving in slow motion—feeling as if my feet could never carry me 
as far as our first campsite. I cursed every step. I cursed my age—my lack of conditioning—the COVID “19” 
I had put on in the last year. I wondered why I had, once again, chosen a challenging adventure through 
which to disciple our newest confirmands. I heard years of complaints echoing in my head. Couldn’t we 
just camp at the state park? Why couldn’t we stay at a summer camp with fun staff, activities, and campfire 
marshmallow roasts? Continue reading this entry and view the Confirmand’s Wilderness album

Psalm 23 Sermon Series The series is based on “How to Love the World—A Psalm of Gratitude and Hope” an 
uplifting book of poems by well known authors, our Psalm 23 stained glass window, and 10 favorite hymns from 
Psalm 23. Christine Hides is in the pulpit next week preaching Pieces of Heaven.
Construction in front of the Church is finished! Handicap Parking at has changed slightly, one parking spot is 
before the cloister walkway and one is after the walkway, with no parking at walkway.
Homecoming Sunday Save the Date: Sunday, September 19 be with us for a new season of worship at 8:30 or 10 
a.m., and Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. Family Fest will be held immediately after on the front lawn.
Current COVID Protocols

WORSHIP
Sunday Worship:  †8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship †10 a.m. in-person and livestream Worship in the Sanctuary.
Mid-Day Prayer: Each week a new liturgy is offered in the Sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. We meet for 15 minutes to 
read scriptures and hear a brief reflection. On Tuesday, August 17 we will pray for the following Kenilworth Union 
families: Michelle Leuchtner, Steve & Karen Levin, Scott & Laurel Lien, Tom & Cindy Lillard, Kai & Nellie 
Lindholst, Taylor Lindstrom, Bruce & Laura Linger, Mark & Susan Lisheron, Lyn Little, Paul & Dayle Lively, 
Patrick & Stephanie Livney, Jim & Claudia Lockhart, Gwynne Lockwood-Hales, Tony & Terri Lorenz, David & 
Anne Loucks, Barbara Lutz-Todd, Dennis & Sarah Lyons, Mary Lou Lyons, Gerald Maatman, and Lisa Maatman.
Daily Devotional from Katie Lancaster: A new project called Openings: 100 Days of Prayer focuses on prayers 
from Christian Mystics across the ages, wondering how this year’s re-opening of our common life (after the many 
restrictions of pandemic life) might co-mingle with our own spiritual opening to the presence of God. 
Prayer Archive: At Kenilworth Union Church the Pastoral Prayer’s title is Prayers of the People and is authored and 
delivered by the liturgist every Sunday at divine worship. The prayer contains thanksgivings, supplications, and 
intersessions that are current spiritual needs of the church, the community, the nation, and globally. This popular prayer 
is posted weekly to pray sincerely in hopes to offer comfort to the people being prayed for as well as the person praying.
Past Sermons are available here.

FELLOWSHIP
Kick Back with the Church Family: Summer Fellowship at the Kenilworth Assembly Hall featuring food truck-
Chicago Lunchbox. Kick back with friends, neighbors, church family (a few staff will be there), Mon., Aug 16 
from 5–6:30 p.m.
Yoga in Our Garden: Join us this Tuesday, August 17 at 7 p.m. in the Memorial Garden as we explore using yoga to 
integrate our mind, body, and spirit through readings and movement. No prior experience necessary. Please register 
Mah Jongg: Meet for lessons and play on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Warwick Manse. Contact Martha Hoza for 
a seat at the table or information.

https://kuc.org/donate-to-kenilworth-union-church/
https://kuc.org/summer-together/
https://kuc.org/2021-2022-directory-update/
mailto:mgutowski@kuc.org?subject=Directory%20Update
https://kenilworthunion.blackbaudfaith.com/portal/
https://kuc.org/2021-wilderness-confirmation/
https://kuc.org/2021-wilderness-confirmation/
https://kuc.org/psalm-23-sermon-series/
https://kuc.org/construction-in-front-of-the-church-is-finished/
https://kuc.org/event/homecoming-sunday-and-family-fest/
https://kuc.org/covid-19/
https://kuc.org/about-us/
https://kuc.org/event/mid-day-prayer/all/
https://kuc.org/opening-100-days-of-psalms-and-prayers/
https://kuc.org/worship/prayers-of-the-people/
https://kuc.org/sermon-archive/
https://kuc.org/event/kick-back-with-the-church-family/
https://kuc.org/yoga-in-our-garden/
https://kuc.org/yoga-in-our-garden/
https://kuc.org/connect/fellowship/
mailto:mbhoza@gmail.com?subject=Mah%20Jongg


CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Exploring Grief Group: The group meets online every Thursday from 7–8:30 p.m. beginning October 14 for 
eight consecutive sessions. This free series provides a confidential, supportive, and educational environment to 
grieve the loss of a loved one or friend. 
Depression Support Group: The group is a chapter of the National Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance-
North Shore. Persons under treatment, family members, and friends are welcome to attend. Our group meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. The facilitator of the group is Beth Palzet.

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Class 2022: Current 8th graders and older students are encouraged to start thinking about 
confirmation at Kenilworth Union Church next year. Confirmands are commissioned during worship on Sunday, 
September 12 and the Classroom Course meets on Sundays beginning September 26.

ADULT EDUCATION
Skeptics & Believers Group:  Does God Exist? Want to find out? Or offer your opinion? In September, Bill 
Evertsberg will begin a new study group to look at Hans Küng’s 1980 theological tour de force Does God Exist? 
It’s not for the faint of heart, but if you want to join a small group of other Kenilworth Union seekers, contact Bill 
to let him know of your interest of joining. We’ll meet monthly and take six or eight sessions to get through the 
book, taking turns moderating the discussion. The free books are gone but there’s space for you in the group!

SERVE with the GREEN TEAM
Green Team/A Just Harvest Update from Katie Nahrwold and King Poor: Support A Just Harvest (AJH) 
outdoor growing spaces. In recent years, AJH has expanded its mission to include growing its own food at three 
nearby community gardens. The Kenilworth Union Green Team thought that now would be the time to start 
gardening with one of our benevolences on Thursday, August 26 at 10 a.m. Click through to learn more, view 
pictures, or volunteer to help!

MUSIC MINISTRY
Miya Higashiyama, soloist and Stephen Alltop, guest organist from last Sunday, bring G.F. Handel’s “Then shall 
the eyes of the blind be opened” and “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd” from Messiah alive. Thank you for 
the gift of music! 
Music Ministry Open House: Join us in the sanctuary on Sunday, August 29 just after 10 a.m. worship. Come 
see the colorful new instruments for the Children’s Music Ministry program. You can try new colored handbells, 
colored chimes, and all sorts of Orff xylophones and percussion instruments. Adults and older kids will be there to 
help keep things sanitized and COVID safe. 
A note from the Minister of Music, Lisa Bond: Thank You for the Gift of Music!
Music Ministry friends and all Kenilworth Union Families. Wow, we have great news for you and your family! 
From ages 5 up through high school, we will be making COVID safe music, all for the Glory of God. We are 
replanting the way we create music in this COVID era. Inside, unvaccinated kids will be ringing new colored 
bells/chimes and playing new Orff xylophone instruments. Outside under the church cloisters we will be singing. 
More details and registration info will be coming soon. For now reserve these days/times for Kenilworth Union’s 
children and youth Music Ministry.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY*
Children and Family Ministry Fall Registration is Open: Please watch your email for the online link. For safety 
and planning purposes, we ask that parents fill out one form for the year for children birth–sixth grade. Sunday 
school will begin on Homecoming Sunday, September 19, which will be followed by Fall Fest on the front lawn. 
Save the date for our Back to School Blessing on Sunday, August 29 during the 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship and 
10 a.m. in-person or livestream Worship in the Sanctuary. Then join us for popsicles and back to school SWAG in 
the Robinson Garden. Head back to school with a blessing of hope and joy for kids, parents, and teachers!
*contact Greta Connor for more information on Children and Family Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY
Homecoming Sunday Cornhole Tournament! Homecoming Sunday, September 19, will feature a single 
elimination tournament with a prize for the winning team.
Leadership Opportunity: This paid position requires availability Sunday mornings from 9–11 a.m. during the 
program year, attendance at occasional meetings, and holiday events. High School Leaders will provide greeting/
check in support, chapel leadership, classroom management, and lead breakout discussions, primarily for grades 
2–4. This position is available to high school youth age 16 and over.

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
If you would like to learn more, please contact a Stephen Leader.

Care Guild Co-Leader for August is Dayle Lively.
To let us know where help is needed, call Care Guild at (847)853-3534
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Sun., Aug. 15

Mon., Aug. 16

Tues., Aug. 17

Wed., Aug. 18

Thur., Aug. 19

Fri., Aug. 20 

Sat., Aug. 21

5 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

10 a.m.

5 a.m.
5 p.m.

5 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

12:15 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.

5 a.m.
10 a.m.

5 a.m.
10 a.m.

5 a.m.
11 a.m.

5 a.m.

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
Outdoor Worship—Memorial Garden
Worship in the Sanctuary with Baptism—In-person and Livestream

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
Kick Back with the Church Family—Off Site

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
Mah Jongg—Warwick Manse
Mid-Day Prayer—Livestream and Sanctuary
Hybrid Stephen Leaders Meeting—Library
Yoga Class—Memorial Garden

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
Hybrid Men’s Coffee—Library/Online

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
A Just Harvest/Green Team Gardening Project—Off Site

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online
William J Kirby Memorial—Sanctuary

Openings: 100 Days of Prayer Devotional—Online

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 15, 2021

Summer Together at Kenilworth Union Church Calendar

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
If you would like to learn more, please contact a Stephen Leader.

Care Guild Co-Leader for August is Dayle Lively.
To let us know where help is needed, call Care Guild at (847)853-3534
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