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The Serbvice of YWorship
Sunday, November 20, 2011
Membership Sunday

8:00 am Communion Service

9:00 and 10:30 am Worship Services & Sunday School
Prelude Take My Life and Let It Be (Jr. Bell Choir)........ H. Malan

Now Thank We All Our God (organ)............. Robert Lind
Farewell (Junior Bell Choir)........c..ccceeueunnee Darrell Day
Call to Worship and the Organ Meditation
Dox0logy e No. 592

Responsive Reading (based on Psalm 95)

We have come together to sing to the Lord.

Let us joyfully sing to the God of our salvation.
The Lord is great and greatly to be praised.

The splendor of all creation is from the hand of God.
O come let us worship the Lord.

Let us bow down together in the presence of God.
For we are the people of God!

Let us hear the voice of the Lord today! Amen.

Hymn “We Gather Together”............ccooeinniinnicincnn No. 559

Anthem What Wondrous Love is This........ American Folk Hymn
........................... Arr. L. Latham
KUC Chamber Ensemble
Prayer of Affirmation
Almighty God, we gather today in great humility in light of
your gracious mercy. We affirm our partnership with you
to care for the needy and those who mourn, to give hope
and courage to those who are fearful, and to promote peace
and justice in the world. Open our minds to your truth,
that in your prayer and praise we would be filled with your

light, and we would experience your love in our midst.

First Scripture Lesson Luke 17: 11-19



Sacrament of Baptism 9:00 & 10:30 am

Sermonette for Youth

Hymn

“Now Thank We All Our God” .....covvveeeeeeeeennnn. No. 555

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory O Give Thanks to God, the Lord................ Michael Haydn
Chancel Choir

Hymn of Dedication

We praise thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator,
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.

We lay it before thee, we kneel and adore thee,
We bless thy holy name, glad praises we sing.

Reception of New Members

Solo The Holy City........cccceuu..

10:30 am

....F. E. Weatherly and S. Adams

Tamaron Conseur, Soloist (9:00 am only)

Second Scripture Lesson Psalm 30: 10-12

Sermon “Pause and Give Thanks” ....... Dr. Andrew D. Chaney
Hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”.................... No. 551
Benediction

Postlude A Song of Gratitude.......

Tamaron Conseur, M. M.

Dr. William Aylesworth

........................ Rossetter G. Cole

Kelli Harrington, M. M.

Asst. Dir. of Choirs Guest Organist Asst. Dir. of Rejoice and
Bell Choirs
USHERS USHERS USHERS ALTAR GUILD
8:00 am 9:00 am 10:30 am Kathy and
Phillis Dunbar Ralph Smith John Stiffler Dick Denison
Judy Dold Diane Bruce
GREETERS Robert Dold Rob Collins
Chris and Linda Frothingham Peter Hepner
Steve Cole John Frothingham Steve Hoffman
John Mayfield Jeff Salmon BUS ATTENDANT
Lizand Holly Mayfield Ronald M. Schutz Barbara Besant
Dave Chandler David Seibel
Sallie Smith
John Beam

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS: The altar flow-
ers are given for Sarah Ann DuBois
and for our parents, Grace and Curtiss
Frank and Maurine and Franklin Du-
Bois by Fairfield and Arthur DuBois.
The flowers in the lavabo are in loving
memory of Robert and Nell Becherer.

MILESTONES: Today we welcome

to baptism at the 9:00 service James
Ashley Woods 1I, son of Bethany
(Henderson) and James Ashley Woods,
and at the 10:30 service Henry Thomas
Flentye, son of Kristin (Kopchick)
and Timothy Lee Flentye, grandson
of Patricia Flentye, and later today
Peter Francois Thill, son of Elizabeth
(Brown) and Yves Jean Thill, grandson



ANNOUNCEMENTS

(CONTINUED)

of Mary and Paul Brown, will receive
the sacrament of baptism.

We extend the sympathy of the
congregation to the family of Patti
Skirving upon the death of her mother,
Kathryn Patricia Ryden on November
7. The white rose on the altar today
celebrates her life.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Thanksgiving (Lambs-6th Grade)
“Make ajoyful noise to the Lord, all the
lands. Enter His gates with Thanksgiv-
ing and His courts with praise.” (Psalm
100: 1,4). Children will discuss the
Thanksgiving story.

TODAY IS MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY
We welcome our new members into
the KUC church family.

OPEN HouUsE for Warwick Apart-
ment will be today, Nov. 20 after
services.

BRIDGE is on Tuesday, Nov. 22 and
December 13.

A JoyFUL NoOISE 2012-13 REG-
ISTRATION IS UNDERWAY. The
deadline to be included in the registra-
tion lottery is December 2. Questions:
please contact the Registrar, Laura
McColl at m.mccoll@sbcglobal.net or
(847) 251-4663.

THANKSGIVING DAY WORSHIP
SERVICE: Join us at 10:00 am on
Thursday, November 24 in the sanc-
tuary.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON, Mon-
day, Dec. 5, 11:30 am. Come and cel-
ebrate KUC’s 120th year! There will
be a special program, “Decades of
Dresses”. Think “intergenerational”
and invite your mom, grandmother,
aunt, neighbor, or special friend. The
cost is $35. RSVP by Nov. 30 to Mi-
chelle, (847) 853-2004 or mgutowski@
kuc.org.

FIRST WEDNESDAYS, Dec. 7: We
will be entertained by the New Trier
Swing Choir at 11:30 am followed by
a festive Christmas luncheon. Please
RSVP to the church office by Monday,
December 5.

“TABLES FOR EIGHT” THANK
You: A big thank you to the follow-

ing people who hosted “Tables for
Eight” parties on October 14, 21 and
November 11: Bev Kirk, Kathy and
John Piepgras, Laura and Bruce Lin-
ger, Diane Stanley and Tony Lazaro,
Jessie and Peter Butler, Linda and
Jeff Salmon, Joyce Bishop, Leslie and
Mike Holling, Jiffy Willson, Jessica and
Adam LeFebvre, Cris and Bill Guthrie,
Sallie and Ralph Smith and Barbara
and Dave Seibel.

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTERS: If
you and your family would like to
participate in this tradition, leave your
name and service you're interested in
at the church office.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR GIRLS: If
you’d like to be an angel candlelighter
on Christmas Eve, contact Silvi at
silvi@kuc.org or (847) 853-2105.

KUC CARE GUILD: Need a meal, a
ride, or some help during a tough time?
Call the Care Guild hotline, (847) 853-
3534 or confidential email, careguild@
kuc.org, or write a note on a pew card.
We are here for YOU! The Care Guild
Leader is listed at the bottom of the
church bulletin.

SAVE THE DATE, SUNDAY
SCHOOL PARENT SOCIAL, SATUR-
DAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2012, “Tables
for Eight” style potluck dinners for
Sunday School parents, grouped by
Sunday School classes (nursery-8th
grade). Please contact Laura McColl
for more information, m.mccoll@sbc-
global.net.

Preaching Schedule
Nov. 27-Dr. Chaney
Dec. 4-Dr. Chaney
Dec. 11 -Dr. Chaney
Dec. 18-Lessons & Carols
Dec. 24-Dr. Chaney
Dec. 25-Rev. Garcia-One

service at 10:00 am

Please turn off all electronic devices
while attending services. Thank you.

The Care Guild Leader for November is Karin Balsbaugh. To volunteer or
to let us know where help is needed, please call the Care Guild number at
(847) 853-3534 or email careguild@kuc.org.



FROM THE PULPIT: OCTOBER 23, 2011

Dr. Andrew Chaney

Today is stewardship Sunday.
At first glance, stewardship brings to
mind the image of the pledge card and
making our financial goal. Butitisnot
limited to making our goal. Steward-
ship is an approach to life that encom-
passes the idea that God has given us
everything that we own. Celebrating
the fact that we act as stewards, or
managers, of what God has given us
is what stewardship is all about. In
the campaign brochure you will see
the names of the congregation printed
lightly in the background. Maybe
you recognize some of the names in
our church family, or you see your
own name. This shows how we are
connected in the life of the church. It
symbolizes that you, our church fam-
ily, support everything that happens
in the church. You are the power and
presence behind every act of worship,
service, outreach, fellowship, and car-
ing. Celebrating this connection is the
rest of stewardship. Itis what steward-
ship is all about.

We need this connection more
than ever before. We are part of a
trend in American society that isolates
the individual and keeps connections
weak. The book, The Lonely American,
Drifting Apart in the 21st Century, makes
several claims about this. One claim
is the irony of new technologies that
seem to connect us to each other, yet
they tend to isolate us even more. Even
though we can connect with someone
on the other side of the world instantly,
we may never make a connection with
our neighbor next door. This hasled to
an increased isolation of our thoughts,
feelings, and opinions. Duke Univer-
sity researchers used data from the
General Social Survey to analyze a
window of almost twenty years, begin-
ning in 1985. The study showed that
during that time the number of people
who discussed important matters with
another person dropped from three to
two. What was even more alarming
than that finding was that the number
of people that discussed no important
matters with anyone else tripled.

People are losing connections
in life, and being disconnected can
have disastrous consequences, both
emotionally, it can lead to depression,
and physically, leading to poor health.
The church provides an opportunity
for a powerful, meaningful connection
that no other organization can match.
During stewardship season we cel-

“We Connect Through Giving”

ebrate this connection and thank God
for the gift of connecting in the church,
reminding our members of the con-
nections available in the church. The
church recognizes the tendency to pull
away into cold, isolationist mode and
tries actively to pull people back into
the warmth of connected community.

A church in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, reached out to its member-
ship during the stewardship drive.
One of the responses came back as
“Disconnected.” What a shame! God
created us to be connection to one an-
other. Jesus used the metaphor of the
vine and the branches to describe the
church. Even though time alone with
God is vital to the Christian life, the
relationship with God should naturally
include relationships with others. The
Bible gives so many analogies of how
these relationships connect within the
church. Ittells us that the church is like
an army, a family, vines and branches,
an athletic team, a flock, a servant, a
rowetr, a building, a royal priesthood,
an embassy, a bride, a pillar, a sanctu-
ary, a pilgrim, and the way. Other im-
ages are a masterpiece of art, the light
of the world, the salt of the earth, an
inheritance, and a fishery. The image
that I like the most is the body, because
the Apostle Paul writes that one part
of the body cannot say to the other,
“I don’t need you.” Each part must
cooperate and perform its function in
order for the body to be whole.

Which of those images of
the church’s connective character
resonates with you? Kenilworth Union
Church could be categorized as any
one of them because of our collection of
different political, religious, and social
perspectives. Our non-denominational
nature and open mindedness respects
an individual’s faith journey, no mat-
ter where he or she is on that journey.
That enables us to connect with an
unbelievably broad range of help.

One of our members who at-
tended the recent Haiti mission trip
gave me an example of this fact in ac-
tion. When our group arrived no one
was really sure exactly what their job
would be. The objective was to build a
school. Two of the men began to haul
sand in wheelbarrows to the worksite.
That became their job for the whole
time there. Other members formed a
water brigade, passing buckets of wa-
ter to the worksite from the reservoir.



There were some artists on the trip
and they painted beautiful murals on
the blank plywood for the interior and
exterior of the school. Someone knew
French and was able to communicate
better with the Haitians whose dialect
is based on French. And some of our
members were able to be present with
the children, giving them affection,
attention, and love. It was a living
example of how our church works-
diverse gifts work for the whole.

If you have experienced the
rummage sale during the summer, you
have seen this connectivity in action,
too. Some donate goods from their
homes, others sort collectibles and
antiques, others welcome and greet,
some price items or count money. And
the same thing happens in our music
program. Think about how many dif-
ferent types of voices there are in our
choirs, young, experienced, soprano,
alto, bass, tenor- all coming together to
make music. And there are many more
examples of how we connect through
giving.

The connections are made
and sustained through the power of
the Holy Spirit. That is the differ-
ence between the Kenilworth Union
Church and a non-profit or volunteer
organization. Groups like our Haiti
mission team, or rummage workers, or
our Stephen Ministers ask, “How does
this group provide us a sense of hope-
fulness, both in the short-term sense
and the eternal sense?” Such a pattern
of growing hopefulness develops
over a longer period of life together.
Sustained and growing hope emerges
from a deep sense of connectedness
to Christ and to one another. Groups
need to take time to share with one
another about how hopeful they are
about life and about how their group
has helped them develop more hope.

This hope forms patterns or
structures of interrelationship between
individuals because their relational
structures function to improve society
in the name of God. These patterns
feed the soul, the part of life that needs
nourishment more than any other.
Thomas More, a former priest and
psychotherapist, wrote Care of the Soul.
Our community at Kenilworth Union
fits right into his framework:

“One of the strongest needs of
the soul is for community, but a com-
munity from the soul point of view is
a little different from its social forms.
Soul yearns for attachment, for variety
in personality, for intimacy and partic-
ularity. So it is these qualities in com-
munity that the soul seeks out, and not

like-mindedness and uniformity....A
community is not a family. Itis a group
of people held together by feelings of
belonging, and those feelings are not
a birthright. “Belonging” is an active
verb, something we do positively. In
one of his letters Ficino makes the
remark, “The one guardian of life is
love, but to be loved you must love.”
A person oppressed by loneliness can
go out into the world and simply start
belonging to it, not by joining organiza-
tions, but by living through feelings of
relatedness--to other people, to nature,
to society, to the world as a whole.
Relatedness is a signal of the soul. By
allowing the sometimes vulnerable
feelings of relatedness, soul pours into
life and doesn’t have to insist on itself
symptomatically.”

We are connected like many
pieces of a puzzle, all forming an amaz-
ingimage. And we don’t see the pieces
form that image until the puzzle is all
complete. Lisa Bond, our Director of
Music, enjoys saying how we are con-
nected like the little pieces of colored
glass that connect to form a stunning
stained glass window of inspirational
beauty. Look around at the windows
of our church. They are beautiful re-
minders. But another reminder is the
way that we care about each other with
such genuine compassion.

A story from Guidepost maga-
zine about Tommy Dorsey, the African
American blues bandleader illustrates
how this care keeps us connected.
Once while playing a gospel event, “...a
messenger boy ran up with a Western
Union telegram. I ripped open the
envelope. Pasted on the yellow sheet
were the words, “Your wife just died.”
People were happily singing and clap-
ping around me, but I could hardly
keep from crying out. Irushed to the
phone and called home. All I could
hear on the other end was, “Nettie
is dead. Nettie is dead.” When I got
back, Ilearned that Nettie had given
birth to a boy. Iswung between grief
and joy. Yet that night, the baby died.
I buried Nettie and our little boy to-
gether, in the same casket. Then I fell
apart. For days I closeted myself. I felt
that God had done me an injustice. I
didn’t want to serve Him any more
or write gospel songs....I was lost in
grief...A friend, Professor Frye...took
me up to Madam Malone’s Poro Col-
lege, a neighborhood music school. It
was quiet. The late evening sun crept
through the curtained windows. 1
sat down at the piano, and my hands
began to browse the keys. Something
happened to me then, I felt at peace.
I felt as though I could reach out and
touch God. I found myself playing a
melody, one I'd never heard or played



before, and the words into my head-
they just seemed to fall into place.

“Precious Lord, take my
hand, Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light, take my hand,
precious Lord, Lead me home.”

The Lord gave me those words
and melody. He also healed my spirit.
Ilearned that when we are in our deep-
est grief, when we feel farthest from
God, this is when He is closest, and
when we are most open to His restor-
ing power. And so I go on living for
God willingly and joyfully, until that
day comes when He will take me and
gently lead me home.”

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
has been translated into more than 40
languages, and has been sung by some
of the biggest names in Gospel music,
including Mahalia Jackson and Elvis
Presley, it was sung at President John-
son’s funeral, and it was Dr. Martin
Luther King's favorite hymn.

That friend brought Dorsey
back into the connection of the com-
munity of faith, just as we watch over
one another in our connectivity. Be-
cause our connections are made at the
soul level, we are connected through
God’s power and able to lift others
and bring them into our community
of faith with genuine hospitality. This
is stewardship Sunday, but it is more
than meeting a fundraising goal, it
is about the rest of stewardship, we
connect through giving. Whether
you are a tenor in the choir, a sorter at
rummage, a Stephen Minister or care
receiver, A Sunday School teacher, a
confirmation youth mentor, a liaison
to an agency, a wheel barrow worker,
a pray-er, whatever part you play in
the church, it is being connected in this
community of faith that brings real joy
into life. You are connected to every
person in this room, to each person
served by our mission efforts, and to
God. Today, celebrate your connection
here at Kenilworth Union Church, and
stay connected! Amen.

v Kenilworth Union Church
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